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Bolshevism was but a new form of nationalism, and, also,
to secure ultimately the eastern territories for Germany
under the guise of self-determination. He hoped to entrap
the Russians in their own mysterious phrases, and it is not
improbable that had he been pitted against the delegation as
it was originally constituted, he might well have succeeded.
But he was now to meet an adversary who was to prove
his equal, if not his master, in the art of debate and
dialectics. Leon Trotsky had come to Brest-Litovsk.

Broad-chested, his huge forehead surmounted by great
masses of black waving hair ; his eyes strong and fierce, yet
with traces of much human suffering about them ; heavy
protruding lips, with their little beard and moustache,
Trotsky was the very incarnation of the revolutionary in
caricature. Dynamic and tireless, he was consumed with the
flame of his ardour, uncompromising and bitter in opposi-
tion, fearless and scornful in defeat. Versatile, cultivated,
and eloquent, he could be charming in his rare occasions
of good-humour, but in his more usual attitude of con-
temptuous anger, he was a freezing fire. Mephistophelian,
diabolically   intelligent,   diabolically   scornful,   he   was
destined to be both the Michael and the Lucifer of the
Revolution. For it was his fate to command all the armies
of Red Russia, and finally to be cast into outer darkness.
" A four-kind son of a bitch, but the greatest Jew since
Jesus Christ",  said Colonel Robins.   " If the  German
General Staff bought Trotsky, they bought a lemon."

And so it proved, for no better quietus could have
been asked for the " German agent " legend than Trotsky's
conduct at the peace conference. But it was both a mental
and physical ordeal for him. Never a good mixer, and
always ill at ease when meeting strange and alien people,
he approached the conference " as if being led to the
torture-chamber ". There was something physically nau-
seating to him in the atmosphere of insincere courtesy
and superficial convention which was part of the old-